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BRONISŁAW TUROŃ 

The oldest cartulary of the city of Wrocław  
 

Undoubtedly, an issue of cartularies is one of the most neglected fields of 
diplomatic research. Cartularies are a type of chancery records into which the contents 
of received documents were copied, usually, in extenso1, unlike in case of regesta into 
which the contents of documents issued by the chancery for different recipients were 
transcribed. Both Russian and Western European diplomatic have made quite significant 
achievements in the field of research on cartularies. A characteristic feature refers to 
major differences that are seen in the methods of research and in final results. It is, 
unfortunately, impossible to present an overall status of research into cartularies that 
has been carried out abroad. I shall constrain myself to present certain typical views on 
the topic. In Russian references on diplomatic mention should be made of the views by L. 
W. Czerepnin presented in his work Russkije fieodalnyje archiwy XIV-XV wiekow.2 In his 
research on cartularies the author applies the same method that is used by researchers 
in examining mediaeval yearbooks. Czerepnin makes an assumption that cartularies are 
not coincidental sets of documents, but purposefully made compilations. Each 
carticularly is a historical source for itself, and copies of individual documents put in the 
context with other copies would assume a new, socio-economic meaning. Another 
methodological premise of Czerepnin is an argument that the origins of individual 
cartularies should be associated with developments in socio-economic and political life.3 
Czerepnin, for example, makes a review of few cartularies that were created for church 
and a large lay estate. As a result of completed research the author comes to a 
conclusion that the first cartularies of the large estate were created during the period 
when the fragmentation of Poland came to an end and a centralised state was 
established. Church cartularies are created at times when the state questioned the 
Church’s rights to land estates.4 

The position of Western European science is, to some extent, found in arguments 
of L. Santifaller contained in his book on cartularies of Liebenthal, a friar of the St. 
Vincent monastery in Wrocław. Santifaller approaches the issue in a traditional way, not 
noticing an almost individual value of cartularies and treats them as books “into which 
holders of documents would copy or ordered to copy documents because of safety or 
convenience”.5 This does not mean that cartularies were not appreciated in the West as 
independent sources. Evidence for that is found in an argument by P. Kehr saying that 
“importance of cartularies goes far beyond their value of historical documents. They are 

                                                      
1 This is the definition of cartularies that is found in all major textbooks on diplomatic. 
2 Ł. W. Czerepnin, Russkije fieodalnyje archiwy XIV-XV wiekow, Moscow - Leningrad 1948 (vol. I) and 1951 
(vol. II). 
3 Op. cit., vol. II, pp. 10-18. 
4 Op. cit., vol. I, pp. 10-18. 
5 L. Santifaller, Mebenthals Kopialbücher des Prämonstranterstiftes zum HI. Zinzenz in Breslau (Mitteilungen 
des Instituts für Österreichisehe Geschichtsforschung, XV, Erganzungsband, Innsbruck 1947). 
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often independently edited sets having own orthography and other specific features, and 
as such are a source themselves that requires detailed research”.6 

In Polish diplomatic, the issue of cartularies has been completely untouched. I 
know no paper that has been entirely devoted to cartularies. Polish diplomatic textbooks 
do not focus on cartularies, just making a note that they existed.7 Slightly more 
information on cartularies is found only in introductions to Polish source publications8 
or in reports from scientific queries in archives.9 But there, too, information on 
cartularies is limited to statements of their existence and attempts at dating the origins 
of cartularies on the basis of the chronological analysis of source material contained in 
them. 

Somewhat better research has been done into Silesian cartularies. Besides the 
work of Santifaller on the cartularies of Liebenthal that has already been referred here, 
mention must be made of a number of papers on the history and resources held in 
individual Silesian archives in which authors, more or less accurately, provide a 
description of the most important Silesian cartularies.10 

The subject of this study is a cartulary of the town of Wrocław that has been 
preserved in a department of the Town Hall of Wrocław and the origins of which should 
be traced back to the first decade of the 14th century.11 This cartulary is a code having 
the dimensions of 245mm x 175mm, bound in wood covered in red leather that has now 
been strongly damaged. The code contains 25 parchment sheets in which the content of 
32 documents had been transcribed. The oldest document comes from 1261, the latest 
of 1326. Below is a summary of the documents that are included in the cartulary: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
6 Quoted after Santifallerem, op. cit., pp. 1-3. 
7 For example, K. Maleczyński, Zarys dyplomatyki polskiej średniowiecza, Wrocław 1851, p. 19; or H. 
Breslau, Handbuch der Urkundenlehre für Deutschland und Italien, II Auflage, Bd. I, pp. 94-99. 
8 Kodeks dyplomatyczny Wielkopolski, vol. I Poznań 1877, preface; Kodeks dyplomatyczny katedry 
krakowskiej Św. Wacława, Kraków 1874, Introduction. 
9 S. Smolka, Archiwa w W. X. Poznańskim i w Prusiech, Kraków 1875. 
10 R. Doebner, Über schlesische Klosterarchive (Zeitschritt des Vereins fülr Geschichte Schlesiens, XIV, p. 
469 et seq.); J. Jungnitz, Das Breslauer Diözesanarchiv (Zeitschrift des Vereins für Geschichte Schlesiens, 
XXXIX, pp. 52-77); Wattenbach, Über das Repertorium Heliae (Zeitschrift des Vereins für Geschichte 
Schlesien, III, p. 202 et seq.); G. Bobertag, Die Rechtshandscfiriften der Stadt Breslau (Zeitschrift des 
Vereins für Geschichte Schlesiens, XIV, pp. 159-174). 
11 AP Wrocław, the Town Hall of Wrocław, ref. no. D. I. 
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No. Issuer — recipient — regest Page copy 
No. in 

Silesian Reg. 
Printed 

1 

Henry the White and Władysław of Wrocław, 
Dukes of Silesia — for the town of Wrocław — 
adoption of Magdeburg rights. Wrocław 16 
December 1261 

1 1098 
G. Kom, Breslauer 

Urkundenbuch, 
No. 23 

2 
Henry the White and Władysław of Wrocław, 
Dukes of Silesia — for the town of Wrocław — 
sale of customs duties. Wrocław 2 June 1266 

2a 1228 Korn, No. 29 

3 

Henry IV Probus, Duke of Silesia — for the 
town of Wrocław — permit to build bread 
stalls, scales, and guilds law. Wrocław 28 
September 1273 

3 1431 Korn, No. 42 

4 
Władysław of Wrocław, Duke of Silesia — for 
the town of Wrocław — permit to build a mill 
on the River Oława. Wrocław 27 July 1269 

3a 1329 Korn, No. 36 

5 
Henry IV Probus, Duke of Silesia — for the 
town of Wrocław — permit for a collection to 
build the walls. Wrocław 12 April 1274 

4 1463 Korn, No. 44 

6 
Henry the White, Duke of Silesia — for the 
town of Wrocław — sale of 47½ of stalls. 
Wrocław 10 June 1266 

4a 1230 Korn, No. 30 

7 
Henry IV Probus, Duke of Silesia — for the 
town of Wrocław — the staple right. Wrocław 
1274, no day date 

5 1445 Korn, No. 43 

8 
Henry IV Probus, Duke of Silesia — for the 
town of Wrocław — on the town’s grazing 
land. Wrocław 27 May 1276 

5a 1501 Korn, No. 45 

9 

Henry IV Probus, Duke of Silesia — for the 
town of Wrocław — confirmation of the 
privileges of Henry III the White and 
Władysław of Wrocław. Wrocław 2 September 
1277 

6 1-542 Korn, No. 47 

10 
Henry IV Probus, Duke of Silesia — for the 
town of Wrocław — confirmation of the 
hitherto privileges. Wrocław 31 January 1272 

6a 1388 Korn, No. 39 

11 
Henry IV Probus, Duke of Silesia — for the 
town of Wrocław — on remuneration of the 
town’s head. Wrocław 4 May 1281 

8 — Korn, No. 51 

12 
Henry III the White, Duke of Silesia — for the 
town of Wrocław — sale of 24 butcher shops. 
Wrocław 18 May 1266 

8a 1227 Korn, No. 28 

13 
Henry IV Probus, Duke of Silesia — for the 
town of Wrocław — permit to build 16 bread 
stalls. Wrocław 31 December 1270 

9a 1350 Korn, No. 37 

14 

Henry V the Fat, Duke of Legn.[ica], and 
Henryk IV Probus, Duke of Wrocław — for the 
town of Wrocław and Środa — customs 
agreement between Wrocław and Środa. N.[o] 
p.[lace] 2 September 1283 

9a 1758 Korn, No. 53 

15 
Henry V the Fat, Duke of Silesia — for the town 
of Wrocław — confirmation of privileges. 
Wrocław 22 July 1290 

10a 2147 Korn, No. 56 
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No. Issuer — recipient — regest Page copy 
No. in 

Silesian Reg. 
Printed 

16 

Henry V the Fat, Duke of Silesia — for the 
monastery of St. Vinc.[ent] —permit for the 
construction of a new mill as compensation for 
the mill in Nowe Miasto. N.[o] p.[lace] 23 
January 1291 

11 2181 Korn, No. 61 

17 

Council of the town of Wrocław — for the 
monastery of St. Vinc.[ent] — agreement on 
the mills on the River Oława. Wrocław 25 
February 1302 

12 2698 Korn, No. 72 

18 

Jan, bishop of Wrocł.[aw] — permit to 
establish a school at the church of St. Elisabeth. 
Wrocław 31 August 1293 

12a 2295 

Heyne, 
Bisthumsge-

schichte. Bd. I, p. 
729 

19 

Bolko I the Strict, Duke of Silesia — general 
privilege for the town of Wrocław. Wrocław 27 
February 1296 

13a 2407 

Bobertag, Die 
Rechts-

handschrifteri 
(Z. XIV, p. 169) 

20 
Bolesław III the Generous, Duke of Silesia — 
for the town of Wrocław — confirmation of the 
mill purchase. Wrocław 27 October 1305 

13a 2866 Korn, No. 78 

21 
Bolesław III the Generous, Duke of Silesia — 
for the town of Wrocław — on arrest of 
townspeople. Wrocław 27 October 1305 

14a 2465 Korn, No. 77 

22 

Bolesław III the Generous, Duke of Silesia — 
for the town of Wrocław — confirmation of 
privileges con.[cerning] the trade house. 
Wrocław 27 October 1305 

15 2864 Korn, No. 76 

23 

Bolesław III the Generous, Duke of Silesia — 
for the town of Wrocław — on dispute 
between the town council and the town’s head. 
Wrocław 17 February 1306 

15a 2881 Korn, No. 79 

24 

Bolesław III the Generous, Duke of Silesia — 
for the town of Wrocław — settlement of 
dispute between the old town and the new 
town. 

16a 2904 Korn, No. 80 

25 

Bolesław III the Generous, Henry VI the Good, 
and Władysław of Legnica, Dukes of Silesia — 
for the town of Wrocław — customs privilege 
in exchange for 200 grzywnas. Wrocław 24 
December 1309 

18a 3092 Korn, No. 86 

26 

Bolesław III the Generous, Henry VI the Good, 
and Bolko II of Ziębice, Dukes of Silesia — for 
the town of Wrocław — sale of duke customs. 
Wrocław 29 March 1310 

19 3134 Korn, No. 87 

27 
Bolesław, Duke of Opole — for the town of 
Wrocław — sale of duke customs. Opole 1 
September 1310 

20 3157 Korn, No. 91 

 

Note: 
Sciendum est, quod illustris dominus dux Opolien. subdidit et subiecit se et suos filios et 
successores in iurisdictionem venerabilis domini episcopi Wratislaviensis et officialis eius ad 
servandam omnis praedicta sub poena excommunicationis et interdicti, quae in suo privilegio, de 
qua bona instnimenta publica habentur, quae sunt cum privilegio et procuratorio deposita in 
cista civium et servata. Et istas libertates quidam noster concivis exul et humilis ad honorem dei 
et beate virginis sua propria pecunia comparavit. 
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28 Bernard of Świdnica, Henry VI the Good, and 
Bolesław, Duke of Opole — for the towns of 
Wrocław and Świdnica — sale of further duke 
customs. Wrocław 31 October 1310 

21 3162 Korn, No. 92 

29 
Henry, Duke of Silesia — for the town of 
Wrocław — confirmation of purchase of 
Szczytniki Village. Wrocław 1 July 1318 

22 3812 Korn, No. 105 

30 
Henry, Duke of Silesia — for the town of 
Wrocław — confirmation of purchase of lans in 
Klecina. Wrocław 3 January 1322 

22a 4183 
Sommersberg, 

Script., Bd. I, p. 335 

31 
Henry, Duke of Silesia — for the town of 
Wrocław — on combating criminals. Wrocław 
3 May 1323 

23 4258 Korn, No. 109 

32 
Henry, Duke of Silesia — for the town of 
Wrocław — on division of the village of 
Szczytniki. Wrocław 28 June 1326 

23a 4273 Korn, No. 100 

 
Let us now examine the documents that are copied into the cartulary. The first 

remark that comes to light, even after a superficial palaeographic analysis concerns 
different handwriting that is seen in the cartularly. There are different types of 
handwriting of the three writers. The first one copied into the cartularly documents that 
have been numbered from 1 to 24 in the above list. His handwriting is very meticulous, 
writing on each parchment sheet on both sides, after having drawn lines on each page 
and divided it into two columns. Thus, there are two columns of handwriting on each 
side of the page. Each document is preceded by a concise regest made in red ink. The 
first letters of each document are richly illuminated in red and blue. All majuscules in the 
documents are shaded in red. 

In terms of chronology, the documents copied into the cartularly by the first 
writer are within the timeline ranging from 1261 to 2 September 1306 (quarto nonas 
septembris). The second writer copied into the cartularly subsequent documents that are 
numbered 25 to 28 in the above list. The documents transcribed by that writer comprise 
the period from 24 December 1309 (in vigilia nativitatis Christi) until 31 October 1310 
(pridie Kalendas Novembris). The character of the handwriting is similar to that in the 
previous part. Also here each sheet with lines drawn dividing it into two columns is 
written on both sides. The letters are slightly larger and arranged in a looser manner. 

The ink used is more faded. This writer, too, uses red regesta at the beginning of 
each document, illumination of the document’s majuscule and shading of initials. 
Illumination and shading are more modest in that part. The writer uses only red to make 
ornaments in that part of the cartularly. Finally, the third writer who copied into the 
cartularly the last three documents between 1 July 1318 (in octava beati Johannis) and 
28 June 1326 (in vigilia apostolorum Petri et Pauli). Out of all parts, this one is a part of 
the cartulary that is least meticulously written and most modest in ornaments. Thus, 
there are three separate parts of the cartularly. The chronological line between the first 
and the second part is a period between 2 September 1306 and 24 December 1309. The 
line between the second and third part is within the limits set by 31 October 1310 and 1 
July 1318. Based on that it looks that the latest date to which the cartulary’s origin could 
be traced back is the period between 2 September 1306 and 24 December 1309. After 
that date the next to writers would copy their documents to a previously established 
cartulary. The documents contained in the cartulary do not have sequential numbers, 
the order of their entries is accidental and not chronological. The sheets of the cartularly 
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are numbered in pencil in such way that the first sheet, that is not written, does not have 
a number, and number 1 bears the second sheet (which is the first written one). The last 
sheet, the twenty fifth one, bears the number 24. 

A review of the contents of the documents copied by individual writers is 
interesting, too. The first writer copied 24 documents to the cartulary. These are the 
most important privileges for the town, beginning with the second privilege of location 
of 1261. The subsequent documents inform about the town’s hardship journey on the 
way to its economic independence and prosperity — about purchasing stalls, butcher 
shops, and customs from the duke, and about settlements of disputes with the St. 
Vincent monastery over the mills and the town’s hereditary head, and finally, about the 
resolution of competition with Nowe Miasto that was unpleasant and inconvenient for 
the town’s council, and about obtaining the staple right that was so important. 

The documents copied into the cartulary by the second writer are evidence of 
the town’s further economic expansion and gaining new sources of income that the town 
sees in purchasing customs income from different Silesian dukes. A note made under 
the document of Bolko I of Opole shows the town’s prudential caution in its transactions, 
which is seen in safeguarding newly acquired customs rights under the threat of 
excommunication and by means of a notarial deed carefully stored in a special box. 
Finally, the documents in the third part inform about yet another form in which the 
town’s assets were invested, namely about purchases of first land estates that gave rise 
to subsequently vast landed estates of the town of Wrocław. 

Based on the selection of the documents from the cartulary that are presented 
and reviewed above a clear purpose is seen that the cartulary was to serve. It was to 
safeguard the most critical achievements of the town within the sphere of economic 
activities. The only departure from that purpose is the document by Jan, bishop of 
Wrocław, about establishment of a school at the church of St. Elisabeth. 

Still, there is one more issue that should be considered, namely whether Wrocław 
cartularies confirm a theoretical argument by Czerepnin on a strict relation between the 
origins of a cartulary and some events of importance for the owner of a cartulary. Let us 
then have a look at the history of Wrocław in the first decade of the 14th century and try 
to answer a question whether the origins of our cartularly may be found in those events. 

In 1301 dies Duke Bolko I the Strict, brother of the unfortunate Henry V the Fat, 
Duke of Legnica, who succeeded Henry IV Probus to become a Duke of Wrocław, and 
who in 1293, while bathing, was kidnapped by his opponents, Dukes of Głogów, and kept 
in prison in the castle of Głogów, and then, when he did not want to agree to territorial 
concessions, they locked him in a wooden barrel, so small, that he could not stand or sit 
in it. After six months of such torture, Henry V the Fat agreed to the demands and was 
released from the barrel; he died in 1296 as a completely broken man.12 Bolko I the 
Strict took the reign over Wrocław as a guardian of Bolesław III the Generous, the minor 
son of the deceased Duke. 

The death of Bolko I the Strict triggered new fights to seize the rule over the town 
and the Duchy of Wrocław. The inhabitants of Wrocław played a very eminent role in 
those fights. Taking advantage of the weakness of the quarrelling Silesian Dukes in 
individual provinces, the inhabitants of Wrocław, having previously achieved numerous 
economic successes13, subsequently desired to win political gains. Together with 

                                                      
12 A. Weiss, Chronik der Stadt Breslau, Breslau 1888, pp. 108-110. 
13 K. Maleczyński, Dzieje Wrocławia, part 1, Wrocław 1948, pp. 60-91. 
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Wrocław’s bishop Henry of Wierzbna, the patriciate of Wrocław set up the so-called 
Czech Party that sought to hand over the reign over the town and the Duchy of Wrocław 
to the Czech Přemyslids.14 The years of 1300-1301 was the period that saw the height of 
power of the Přemyslids. In 1300, Wenceslas II became the King of Poland, receiving 
both the Polish crown and the hand of the daughter of the murdered Przemysł II. In 
1301, with the death of the last rulers of Hungary’s Árpád dynasty, Hungarian barons 
crowned Wenceslaus III, the son of Wenceslaus II, as the King of Hungary, with his father 
becoming a regent.15 The inhabitants of Wrocław perceived those political successes as a 
perfect guarantee for their economic purposes. They dreamt about establishing trade 
relations with a vast empire of Wenceslas II. Therefore, the patriciate of Wrocław 
convinced the mother of 11-year old Duke Bolesław III the Generous to go to Prague 
where engagement of Bolesław with Margaret, a 6-year old daughter of Wenceslaus II, 
soon took place. Simultaneously, Wenceslaus II appointed himself a guardian of his 
minor son-in-law and thus, the town and the Duchy of Wrocław actually became part of 
the Přemyslids’ state.16 The star of the Přemyslids did not shine for too long. A war 
broke out between Wenceslaus II and King Albert I of Germany for Hungary. During the 
war Wenceslaus II suddenly died. His son, Wenceslaus III, immediately made peace with 
Albert, losing Hungary, and subsequently Poland, too, in a war with Ladislaus I 
of Poland, and finally was murdered in Olomouc in August 1306.17 For the inhabitants of 
Wrocław a period of several years of uncertainty followed. The card they had bet was 
a losing one. What would happen next? Would the political opponents of a concept 
represented by the patriciate not be willing to exact revenge on the defeated and destroy 
their achievements that the town had so persistently been gaining step by step? 
The situation clarified only in 1310, when Henry VI the Good became the ruler of 
Wrocław as a result of a newly completed division of Silesia into three duchies. Based on 
the chronological analysis of the documents copied into the cartulary, it was during the 
same period when the oldest part of our cartulary was made. It required a specific threat 
to the existence that a cartulary had to be prepared as a summary of the hitherto 
achievements and which would serve as an instrument to fend off any claims concerning 
independence. Thus, coincidence of the dates derived from the chronological analysis 
with the dates of particular political hardships suffered by the Town has not occurred by 
chance; on the contrary, political events were a stimulus to make the cartulary that is 
under review here. It seems that in this case an argument about a strict relation between 
creation of the cartulary and the events happening in the town has been conclusively 
proven. 

 
translated by Katarzyna Hussar 

 

                                                      
14 Weiss, op. cit., p. 123. 
15 Ibid., p. 123. 
16 Ibid., p. 123. 
17 Ibid., p. 124. 


