
Thematic Workshop 2

The Material Running of the Mendicant Friaries in Central Europe (II.):

Everyday poverty
(ca. 1220 – ca. 1550)

University of Wrocław (Poland)
21-23 May 2015

Organization : 
Marie-Madeleine de CEVINS (CERHIO, Université de Rennes)

Marek DERWICH (Uniwersytet Wrocławski)
Ludovic VIALLET (CHEC, Université Blaise-Pascal, Clermont-Ferrand)

This thematic workshop is the second among three major scientific meetings scheduled in 
the MARGEC programme1. It aims to start examining the “everyday life” of the mendicant 
friars in Central Europe during the 13th-16th centuries on the basis of the written (especially 
accounting), iconographic and archaeological sources. 

By  this  are  meant  the  buildings  (church,  cloister,  cells,  workshops…)  and the  equipment 
(water supply, heating system…), the liturgical and ordinary furniture (dishes, books), as well 
as clothing and food. Nevertheless, instead of examining these elements for themselves – 
which can lead to the diluting of the issue towards an hypothetical “material culture” of the 
Mendicant friars –, the purpose of the Workshop is to consider them in view of the demand 
of poverty and mostly to determine whether they expressed (or  “betrayed”) the specific 
propositum vitae of the Mendicant Orders.
In  this  same  perspective,  we  will  put  the  stress  on  the  activities  that,  day  after  day,  
demonstrated the specificity of this propositum, focusing on collection.

Analyzing the quantitative data (food and other products stored in the convents, bought and 
sold by the friars) according to the expenditure records, as well as the qualitative (richness of  
decoration  /sobriety)  and  the  functional  data  (craft  and  writing  workshops,  stalls, 
warehouses)  will  help  to  know  to  what  extent  the  friars  stuck  to  the  strict  minimum 
(necessitates) in conformity with the mendicant rules or added “comforts” (superfluitates) to 
it.  However,  we  have  to  overcome this  simplistic  (and already  anachronistic  in  the  Late 
Middle Ages) framework of interpretation by answering other questions. For example, in a 
pragmatic approach, by estimating the living or maintenance costs of a friar and a friary. 
Another important issue is the way of getting their goods (collection, purchase, production?).

1 Programme  ANR-12-BSH3-0002 [« Marginality,  Economy  and  Christianity.  The  Material  Running  of  the 
Mendicant Friaries in Central Europe (ca. 1220-ca. 1550) »]. See the website: margec.huma-num.fr.



We have to compare the everyday life of the mendicant friars to the one of the monks and to 
distinguish each mendicant order – especially Franciscans from Dominicans, “Conventual” 
from “Observant” friars. 
We should also take in account the inscription of the friaries in the local society, and more 
widely the external supports of the friars, whose decisive weight has been partly shown at  
the previous MARGEC workshop and will be confirmed in the last symposium of the project.

Each paper should last 30 minutes. It may be a case study dealing with one friary, as well as a 
summary balance, though based on primary sources. 
The contributions will be published in a collective volume by the Presses Universitaires de 
Rennes most probably in 2016.

If you intend to participate in this meeting, please contact the organizers before September 
1rst, 2014.
The applicants are to send their paper full proposal (title, keywords and abstract of 1000 ch.) 
in  French  or  English  to  marie-madeleine@decevins.fr,  derwich@gmail.com and 
viallet.ludovic@wanadoo.fr by the end of January 2015.

Travel and accommodation expenses of the speakers will be covered.

The organizers
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